
 
 
Namaskar and Greetings from India Foundation. 
 
India Foundation is an independent research centre focused on the issues, 
challenges and opportunities of the Indian polity.  
 
The India Foundation Journal is the flagship journal of India Foundation, 
covering aspects related to national security, international relations, 
Indian economy, constitutional and legal developments, and socio-
religious issues. It is a widely distributed bi-monthly and is read by key 
decision makers in the Government of India.  
 
The January-February 2020 edition of the journal is focused on the theme 
The Constitution of India: Contemporary Issues. It will be released on 
January 1, 2020. For this Issue, India Foundation is reaching out to leading 
educational institutions of the country, inviting original unpublished 
articles on certain specific topics relating to the above. Contributions from 
your elite institution is thus sought on any of the subjects as per list 
attached in Appendix A. The Foundation will pay an honorarium of Rs 
5000/ for articles which are published in the Journal. Guidelines for 
submission of articles are given in Appendix B. 
 
May I request you to kindly intimate the same to your faculty and student 
body. The last date for submission of articles is November 15, 2019. The 
same may be submitted by email to the Editor, India Foundation Journal at 
the following email ID: journal@indiafoundation.in  
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Maj Gen Dhruv C Katoch, SM, VSM 
Director 
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APPENDIX A 

 

TOPICS FOR ARTICLES 

 

Faith & Indian Constitution 

Articles 25-28 in the Constitution of India refer to Right to Freedom of Religion. However, these rights must 

be exercised within a constitutional framework and may be subject to restrictions on grounds of public order, 

morality and health. Recent judgments on religious and social issues by India's Supreme Court have reignited 

the debate on the power of the state to regulate the private life of citizens in a democracy. Do we need to 

reexamine the scope of protection afforded to religious practices under Articles 25-28? To what extent can India 

rely on the experience of other democracies on the issue of regulating religious practices in the public interest? 

 

Freedom of Speech & Expression in the Age of Social Media 

With the rise of the internet and social media, information has become free and transparent. While this has 

reduced information asymmetry between citizen and state, it also raises new legal questions on the regulation 

of social media. Our constitutional framework to govern free speech was created in the era of print and television 

media. Should these standards continue to be applied to social media or do we need to evolve a new set of 

guidelines? The power of anonymity on social media makes it easy to spread misinformation about an individual 

or a public issue that has the effect of corroding democracy. How should we regulate the use of social media to 

prevent such misuse with minimal impact on citizen's fundamental right to speech and expression? 

 

Relationship between Judiciary & Executive amidst instances of Judicial Overreach 

For several decades now, India has tried to reach a harmonious balance between judicial independence and 

judicial accountability. This debate has been exacerbated in recent times due to attempts by the executive to 

replace the judicial collegium with NJAC. Simultaneously, our courts have played an increasingly wide role in 

policy-making by a generous use of their power of judicial review and it may be argued that courts today are no 

longer just institutions of dispute settlement but also co-govern India. What does this mean for the future of 

Separation of Power doctrine in India? Does an expansive role for courts in the national life of a country 

politicize them and take away from their primary role as a settler of disputes? 

 

The Relationship between the Union and the States 

Federalism is part of Indian constitution’s basic structure, wherein the constitution mediates the relationship 

between the Union and the State governments. With recent developments like the introduction of GST, 

substantially higher state allocation in 14th Finance Commission and increasing role for the Union government 

in maintaining internal security, our conception of federalism needs to be revisited. What institutional and legal 

changes are required to ensure closer coordination between Union and States to usher an era of co-operative 

federalism? How do changing political realities in the country affect the practice of federalism in the country?  

 

The Indian Constitution and its interaction with International Law 

The Constitution of India does not specify a method of how international law should be imported into India, nor 

does it mention a mechanism of how Indian law is supposed to interact with international law. This is in contrast 

with other legal systems like the US, where the Constitution lays down the role in specific terms and the UK 

where there are precedents, which act as policy instruments. What should be the Indian legal system’s approach 

towards this issue? 

 

Comparative Constitutional Research  

The Indian constitution was a result of comparative research, where significant borrowings of ideas were made 

from different legal and political systems, as a result of which the Indian Constitution was able to import best 

practices from around the world in the realm of constitutional lawmaking. However, after the enactment of the 

constitution, the practise of adopting and evolving with the trends from legal systems around the world, and 

also critically examining our own Constitution has witnessed a break. Certain aspects of our Constitution need 

to be replaced or reconfigured. What are these anachronistic aspects of our legal systems that need to be 

reconfigured or replaced, and why? 



APPENDIX B 

 

INDIA FOUNDATION STYLE GUIDE  

 

Article length: 3,500 words, excluding endnotes. 

Font: Times New Roman, size 12, spacing: 1.5 

 

Rules for citations: 

• Use endnotes instead of in-text citations 

• Format to use: The Chicago Manual of Style 

• The first citation of a reference should include full bibliographic information. A shortened 

bibliographic form, including author name, title, and page number, should be used for 

subsequent citations. When consecutive citations refer to the same work, ‘Ibid’ should be 

used. 

• Do not include access dates for internet sources 

• Abbreviations: 

• All caps: UN, NATO, SAARC 

• Spell out for the first time and use acronym thereafter  

 

General guidelines: 

• Prefer active over passive voice 

• Use British spellings 

• Use double quotes for quotations; single quotes to emphasize a term or phrase.  

 


