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MOOT PROPOSITION 

 

1. Reader‟s World is a company incorporated in 2004 with its headquarters in Bengaluru 

and engaged in selling books online. Customers can visit the website of Reader‟s World 

and place orders and the books are then delivered by the company via courier services to 

the customers. 

2. Dreams Publishing Co., Indian Law House, India Books Ltd. and Global Publications 

Ltd. are four publishing companies incorporated in various cities in India (hereinafter 

collectively referred to as the “Publishing Companies”.). The Publishing Companies 

together control almost 65% of the total market share in India. 

3. Ever since its‟ commencement of business in 2004, Reader‟s World used to enter into 

Wholesale Distribution Agreement (hereinafter referred as the “WDA”) with each of the 

publishing companies mentioned above, pursuant to which, the publisher would charge a 

wholesale price for each book (usually around 50% of the list price) and Reader‟s World 

would retain full discretion as to the actual sale price. 

4. In 2007, Reader‟s World decided to enter the E-book market where the content of a 

physical book is formatted digitally and made available electronically on special devices. 

As a consequence, Reader‟s World launched a reading device called WORD (an acronym 

for World of Online Reading Device). Thus, Reader‟s World began selling digital formats 

of books that could be read by customers on WORD. 

5. In the initial period of the mushrooming of the E-book business, the Publishing 

Companies continued with the WDA model for E-books with book sellers including 

Reader‟s World. Further, owing to the negligible costs involved in storing and 

transporting of the books in digital format, Publishing Companies were able to offer the 

E-books at much lower price than the physical books. 

6. After the launch of WORD in 2007, Reader‟s World employed a discount pricing strategy 

for E-books on WORD. The discounted price of the E-books was significantly lower than 

the retail price of the physical books. At times Reader‟s world offered E-books at less 

than the wholesale price charged by the Publishing Companies for the E-books. 

7. This discount strategy employed by Reader‟s World led to concerns among the 

Publishing Companies as they felt that this would severely impact the sale of the physical 

copies of books which still was the segment where they earned their major share of 

profits. 
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8. In 2009, Orange a leading supplier of mobile telephone devices with its headquarters in 

Chennai announced its entry into the E-book market with the launch of its mobile device 

called the O-Tab – a mobile device with much larger screens than a phone that will enable 

customers to read books comfortably. 

9. The Publishing Companies came together and decided to jointly adopt a strategy 

involving Orange to arrest the falling prices of E-books. 

10. Accordingly, the Publishing Companies negotiated with Orange to discard the WDA 

model and instead enter into an Agency Agreement, wherein Orange will only act as the 

agent of the publisher (the principal) while selling the E-books and Orange was to receive 

30% of the sale price as commission for their services. The agreement also sought to 

make the pricing of E-books to a formula tied to the price of the physical books. 

11. Orange agreed to enter into the agency agreement provided the agreement included a 

Price Parity Condition (hereinafter called the “PPC Clause”). The PPC Clause requires 

that the publishers price their E-books no higher on Orange‟s platform than they were 

priced on other online platforms. 

12. Though the Publishing Companies agreed to this term and thus entered into an agency 

agreement with Orange, they were aware that the agreement would provide them with the 

desired benefits only if Reader‟s World is also brought onboard. 

13. After the Agency agreement with Orange was entered in 2013, representatives of the 

Publishing Companies and Orange separately met representatives of Reader‟s World to 

convince them to dump the WDA and instead enter into the agency agreement. The 

meetings happened multiple times over a period of 3 years without any measure of 

success.  

14. Hard negotiations took place and in September 2016, India Law House, one of the 

Publishing Companies, threatened to stop the production of WORD versions of its‟ new 

releases. Reader‟s World retaliated by deciding to stop selling all titles of India Law 

House on its platform including the physical copies. 

15. Finally, with much reluctance, Reader‟s World agreed to enter into the agency agreement 

with the four publication houses in February 2017. Simultaneously, Reader‟s World also 

wrote to the Competition Commission of India complaining that the simultaneous 

demand of the various Publishing Companies to enter into terms similar to one that they 

had entered into with Orange was inherently „anti-competitive‟. 

16.  By August 2017, many other publishing houses other then the big four companies also 

started entering into similar agency agreements with Orange. The impact of these 
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agreements on the market was a significant rise in the prices of E-books. Though the 

prices were still lower than the physical format, the E-books were still priced higher than 

what was the earlier price on WORD. 

17. The Competition Commission of India (CCI), started inquiry under Section 27 of the 

Competition Act, 2002. The inquiry of these agreements were done pursuant to the 

complaint from Reader‟s World and on 09 February 2018, held Orange responsible „as a 

vertical player of knowingly and actively participating in and facilitating the horizontal 

conspiracy to enter into anti-competitive agreements. 

18. Accordingly, the CCI ordered the following: 

a. Orange shall not enforce any PPC Clause in any agreement with an E-book Publisher 

relating to the sale of E-books. 

b. Orange shall not enter into any agreement with an E-book Publisher relating to the 

sale of E-books that contains a PPC Clause. 

c. Orange shall not enter into or maintain any agreement with a Publisher Defendant 

that are likely to increase the prices at which Orange‟s competitor retailers may sell 

the content. 

19. On 01 April 2018, Orange and the Publishing Companies appeal against the 

aforementioned order of the CCI to the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal. In 

August 2018, the NCLAT upheld the order of the CCI.  

20. On 01 September 2018, Orange and the Publishing Companies approach the Supreme 

Court of India under S. 53T of the Competition Act 2002 contending inter alia  

a. that the agency agreement was merely a „competitive reaction‟ to the pricing strategy 

of Reader‟s World; 

b. the pricing strategy of Reader‟s World would severely impact the sale of the physical 

copies of books leading to significant losses for the Publishing Companies; and  

c. that the CCI has treated competition in the real world on the same footing as 

competition in the digital world; 

d. that on a policy level, the Competition Act 2002 also failed to acknowledge the 

effects of competition across different distribution formats. 

21. The matter is posted for hearing on March 1, 2019. 

 

N.B.: Participating teams may devise specific legal arguments to highlight the 

aforementioned concerns of the parties to the dispute.  
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RULES OF THE COMPETITION 

 

1. THEME AND DATE 

The VITSOL National Moot Court Competition on Competition Law 2019 in 

collaboration with Competition Commission of India shall be held from March 1, 

2019 to March 3, 2019. 

 

2. LANGUAGE 

The Competition shall be conducted in English language only.  

 

3. ELIGIBILITY 

The Competition is open for students pursuing three or five-year LL.B Degree Course 

from any recognized College/University/Law School subject to the fulfillment of 

registration formalities. 

 

4. TEAM COMPOSITION 

Each Team shall consist of a minimum of three members. Every Team shall consist of 

two speakers and a maximum of one researcher. 

 

5. REGISTRATION 

5.1. Teams from each Participating Institution are requested to fill the Registration Form 

and Travel Details at https://goo.gl/forms/GpjaFUzbduYxI4H43 in order to confirm 

their participation.  

5.2. Teams will be registered upon receipt of Original DD (Rs. 2500/-) in favor of 

“Vellore Institute of Technology”, payable at Chennai. 

5.3. Teams which are registered according to Rule 5.2 will be provided with a Team 

Code, which will be intimated to the official E-mail ID.  

5.4. The details provided in the registration form shall be final for the purposes of 

certificates and awards. 

 

6. MEMORIAL EVALUATION AND QUALIFICATION 

6.1. The Team must send a Soft Copy of their memorial for evaluation to 

chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in. 

https://goo.gl/forms/GpjaFUzbduYxI4H43
mailto:chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in
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6.2. Late submission shall attract a penalty of one point per side (Petitioner and 

Respondent) for every 12-hour delay subject to a maximum delay of 2 days.  

6.3. Memorial submitted as per Rules 6.1 and 6.2 will be considered for evaluation. 

 

7. ORIENTATION AND DRAW OF LOTS 

Orientation and draw of lots shall be held on the first day of the competition after 1600 

hours (4:00PM). Team representatives shall present for the draw of lots. 

 

8. ORAL ROUNDS 

8.1. The student counsels shall not state their names during Oral rounds, and must use 

their Team Code assigned to the Team. 

8.2. There shall be two preliminary rounds, a quarter final round, a semi-final round and a 

final round. If the number of Teams participating is less than twelve, there shall be no 

quarter final round.  

8.3. During the Oral Rounds: 

8.3.1. Each Round will take place for a total of ninety (90) minutes. Petitioner/s and 

Respondent/s are each allotted forty-five (45) minutes. 

8.3.2. The Team may not allocate more than twenty-five (25) minutes, including 

rebuttal or surrebuttal, to either Speaker. 

8.3.3. Time allocated but not used by one Speaker may not be used by another 

Speaker, or in rebuttal or surrebutal. 

8.3.4. Judges may, at their discretion, extend total Team argument beyond the forty-

five (45) minute allocation but not more than 10 minutes. 

8.3.5. Each Team may reserve up to ten (10) minutes for rebuttal or surrebuttal. 

8.3.6. The arguments should be confined to the issues presented in the memorial. 

8.3.7. The Researcher needs to be present with the Speakers during the oral 

arguments. 

8.3.8. Maximum scores for the Oral Rounds shall be 100 points per speaker. 

8.3.9. The Oral Rounds shall be judged on the following criteria: 

i. Knowledge of Law: 20 points 

ii. Application of Law to Facts: 20 points 

iii. Ingenuity and ability to answer questions: 20 points 

iv. Style, Poise, Courtesy and Demeanor: 20 points 

v. Time Management: 10 points 
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vi. Organization: 10 points 

8.4. Only the Oral Communications described in Rule 8.3 are permitted. In particular, no 

written communication or exhibits may be presented or delivered by any Team 

member to any Judge or Court Officer during the oral rounds without the permission 

of the judge. 

8.5. Oral Courtroom Communication and Activity at the Counsel Table – Communication 

at the Counsel Table between Team Members shall be in writing to prevent 

disruption. Team and team-affiliated spectators shall avoid all unnecessary noise, 

outbursts, or other inappropriate behavior which distracts the Court from the 

arguments in progress. Any such incident, if reported by the presiding Judges, shall 

lead to disqualification. 

8.6. Written Courtroom Communication – Written Communication during the Oral 

Rounds shall be limited to the Team members sitting at the counsel table. No other 

written communication may take place between any combinations of the following 

parties: judges, the Speaker, Team Members sitting at the counsel table, or spectators 

(including Team Members sitting in the audience). Violation of the Rule will lead to 

disqualification. 

 

9. PRELIMINARY ROUNDS AND QUARTER FINAL ROUNDS 

9.1. Lots will be drawn during the orientation after the Inauguration Ceremony. The 

Exchange of Memorial will take place in the same evening. 

9.2. There will be two preliminary oral rounds per Team. 

9.3. No two teams shall face each other more than once in the Preliminary Rounds. 

9.4. All efforts will be made to ensure that no Team faces the same Bench more than 

once. 

9.5. The Quarter Final Rounds shall be based on ranks obtained in the Preliminary 

Round. The top 8 Teams which have the highest aggregate Memorial Scores and 

Preliminary Oral Rounds scores shall qualify for the Quarter Final Rounds.  

9.6. In case of tie, in the Preliminary Oral Round the highest Oral Round score will be the 

determinant factor to resolve the tie. 

9.7. The Top 4 teams which have the highest Quarterfinal Oral Round score will qualify 

for the Semi-Finals. Memorial Scores will not be included while calculating the 

Quarter Final scores except in case of Tie. 
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10. SEMI-FINAL AND FINAL 

10.1. The Semi- Final shall be knock-out rounds.  

10.2. Memorial Scores will not be added to the scores of Semi-Final and Final Rounds. 

 

11. RESEARCHER TEST 

11.1. There shall be a Researcher Test to select the Best Researcher. 

11.2. The Test will be for 60 minutes. 

11.3. Maximum marks for the Test is 50. 

11.4. There will be 50 Multiple Choice Questions relevant to the subject matter and 

concept of the moot problem. 

 

12. SCORING AND RESULTS 

12.1. Each Judge will score each Memorial on a scale of fifty (50) points. 

12.2. Each Judge will score each Speaker on a scale of hundred (100) points. 

12.3. The Results will be announced after each Round. 

12.4. The Result of the Final Round and other awards shall be announced at the 

Valedictory ceremony. 

12.5. All other awards will be announces at the valedictory ceremony. 

 

13. MEMORIALS 

The following guidelines must be strictly followed for the memorials. Non-compliance 

will entail penalties as provided below: 

13.1. Teams have to prepare Memorial for both sides. 

13.2. All soft copies must be entailed in .PDF (Portable Document Format) only. Any 

other file extension will entail a penalty of 2 points. Attachments should be titled as 

<Team Code> <PCCI> for Petitioner side and as <Team Code> <RCCI> for 

Respondent side. E.g., 30PCCI and 30RCCI. The soft copies of the memorials 

must be emailed to chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in. Each Team must ensure that the 

subject of the email reads “Memorial Submission by Team Code_____”. 

13.3. The Teams are required to submit 5 hard copies of the memorial for each side on or 

before the last day. Delay would entail a penalty of 2 points per day.  

13.4. Teams must not disclose the identity of their College/University anywhere in the 

Memorial. Team Code assigned to each Team shall be mentioned at the top right 

corner of the cover page of the memorial. 

mailto:chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in
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13.5. The Team shall not mention anywhere, their identity including the institution name 

other than the Registration Form. Non-compliance with this Rule will entail 

penalties which may extend to disqualification. 

13.6. The content of the Hard Copies must be the same as that of soft copies. Non-

compliance with this Rule will entail penalties which may extend to 

disqualification. 

13.7. The memorials have to be submitted on A4 size paper, printed on only one side, 

and must contain the following sections: 

i. Cover Page; 

ii. Table of Contents; 

iii. Index of Authorities; 

iv. Statement of Jurisdiction; 

v. Statement of Facts; 

vi. Statement of Issues; 

vii. Summary of Arguments; 

viii. Arguments Advanced; and 

ix. Prayer  

Non-compliance with this Rule with respect to sections (i) to (vii) and (ix) will 

result in a penalty of 1 point per missing section. Non-compliance of the Rule with 

respect to section (viii) will result in the Memorial not being considered for 

evaluation at all. 

13.8. The Memorials must be printed in Times New Roman font, font size 12 with 1.5-

line spacing. All paragraphs must be justified aligned. The footnotes must be in 

Times New Roman font, font size 10 with single line spacing. The arguments 

advanced should not exceed 15 pages. The memorial as a whole should not exceed 

30 pages including the cover page. The memorials should have a margin measuring 

one inch on all sides of each page. The numbering should be on the bottom and 

center of each page. The Petitioner memorial cover page shall be printed on blue 

color A4 size paper, and the Respondent memorial on red color A4 size paper. A 

uniform style of citation according to Bluebook 19
th

 Edition should be followed 

throughout the memorial.  

Non-compliance would result in a penalty of maximum of 10 points. 

13.9. The maximum scores for the memorial shall be 100 points. The memorials shall be 

evaluated on the following criteria: 
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i. Knowledge of Law and Facts; 25 points 

ii. Proper and Articulate Analysis: 25 points 

iii. Extent and use of Research: 20 points 

iv. Clarity and Organization: 20 points 

v. Grammar and Style: 10 points 

13.10. Memorial Scores shall be added to the Oral Score only in the Preliminary Rounds. 

In case of tie, the Oral Scores will be taken to determine the higher placed team. 

 

14. JUDGES AND ELIGIBILITY TO JUDGE 

14.1. The Chairman will determine the eligibility of persons to serve as Judges. 

14.2. Unless expressly permitted or approved by the Chairman, Team Advisors, or others 

directly affiliated with a Team, may not act as Judges in any Round until the Team 

they advise has been eliminated from the Competition. 

14.3. Affiliations which Do Not Constitute Conflict of Interest – The difference between a 

mere Affiliation and a Conflict of Interest is the reasonable inference of partiality. 

Absent additional facts. 

 

15. ANONYMITY OF TEAMS 

15.1. Judges should not attempt to ascertain the school of any Team during a competition. 

However, in circumstances where the judge believes his or her evaluation of a 

particular Memorial would be affected by knowledge of whether or not the primary 

language used by the Team Members in their legal studies is English, the judge may 

request VITSOL MCS Convener to reveal this information. 

 

16. ORAL ROUND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

16.1. For the purpose of this Rule, the following definitions shall apply: 

16.1.1. With respect to a given Oral Round, an “Affiliation” means a personal or 

professional between a judge and a school, coach, or Team member that is 

participating in the competition in which the judge is participating. 

16.1.2. With respect to a given Oral Round, a “Conflict of Interest” means an 

Affiliation which would, in the eyes if a reasonable observer, create an 

inference that the affiliated judge would be unable to be impartial as to the 

conduct or result of the Oral Round. 
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16.2. Prohibition and Mitigation of Conflict of Interest. The Convener should avoid 

placing a judge into an Oral Round in which he or she has a Conflict of Interest. In 

the event the Convener is unable to avoid a Conflict of Interest, the Convener should 

take responsible steps to mitigate the effects of the conflict on the Oral Round.  

16.3. Such steps might include: 

16.3.1. Obtaining a waiver from both Teams in the Oral Round 

16.3.2. Informing the other members of the panel of the judge‟s affiliation 

16.4. Adding to the panel a judge with a proportional Affiliation with the opposing Team, 

and 

16.5. Assigning a neutral official to observe the Oral Round and the subsequent 

deliberations to determine whether the Conflict of Interest affected the outcome of 

the Oral Round. 

16.6. Waiver by Consent of Both Teams- Any Conflict of Interest shall be cured by the 

express oral or written waiver, either before or after the Oral Round, of both Teams. 

In this event, neither Team may later file an appeal or other complaint on the basis of 

Conflict of Interest. 

In Addition: 

16.6.1. If a Team is aware of an Affiliation before the commencement of an Oral 

Round and fails to report it, before the Oral Round begins, it shall be deemed 

to have waived the Conflict of Interest. 

16.6.2. If a Team becomes aware of an Affiliation after the completion of an Oral 

Round and fails to report before the completion of the Tournament, it shall be 

deemed to have waived the Conflict of Interest. 

16.7. Prophylactic Avoidance of Conflicts- It is the duty of a judge to report any 

Affiliations at the time he or she registers to judge or, subsequently, directly to the 

Convener in advance of the Competition. The Convener shall investigate any alleged 

Affiliation (whether self-reported by a judge or otherwise) and shall determine 

whether such Affiliation constitutes a Conflict of Interest. 

16.8. Reporting Obligation of Teams- If a Team believes that an Affiliation exists which 

may form the basis of a Conflict of Interest, it shall promptly inform the Convener. 

The Convener shall take appropriate steps to investigate and, if he or she determines 

that a Conflict of Interest exists, to eliminate or mitigate such Conflict of Interest. 

The Team‟s failure to timely inform the Convener will constitute a waiver under 

Rule 16.3. 
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17. SCOUTING 

17.1. No member of any Team will be permitted to hear the arguments in any Court Room 

in which that Team is not one of the contesting teams is whilst that Team is still in 

the Competition. Scouting by any Team in any manner shall result in instant 

disqualification. 

 

18. AWARDS AND PRIZES 

i. Winning Team Award: A trophy and cash prize  

ii. Runners-up Team Award: A trophy and cash prize 

iii. Best Memorial: A trophy and cash prize 

iv. Second Best Memorial: Certificate and cash prize  

v. Best Speaker: A trophy and surprise prize 

vi. Second Best Speaker: Certificate and cash prize 

vii. Best Lady Advocate: Certificate and cash prize 

viii. Best Male Advocate: Certificate and cash prize 

ix. Best Researcher: A trophy and a cash prize 

x. In addition to the above, a Certificate of Participation will be awarded to all the 

participations. 

 

19. DECISION OF THE JUDGES SHALL BE FINAL 

 

20. ACCOMMODATION, FOOD AND TRANSPORTATION 

20.1. Transportation would be provided for the Teams from the Railway Station or Airport 

upon arrival. Multiple pickups for a single team will not be entertained. The Teams 

however, must make their own arrangements during departure. 

20.2. All Teams would be assisted by an Usher, who shall be the single point of contact 

for the Team with regard the Moot Court Competition. The Usher will also intimate 

the Team on the accommodation provided to them. Food will be provided free of 

cost. 

20.3. Accommodation will be provided only on the days of the competition. 

20.4. Food will be provided only on the days of the competition. 

 

21. CLARIFICATION REGARDING THE MOOT PROPOSITION 
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All queries relating to clarifications regarding the Moot Proposition should be sent to 

chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in. 

 

22. AUDIO AND VIDEOTAPING 

Audio and Videotaping of the Court Room proceedings is strictly prohibited. Violation 

will entail a penalty of disqualification. 

 

23. COMPUTERS, MOBILE PHONES, AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES IN COURTROOMS 

During an Oral Round, Speakers at the podium and participants seated at the counsel 

table may not operate, for any purpose, mobile phones, laptops, PDAs, or any other 

electronic devices, particularly those with internet connectivity, or have instant messaging 

capabilities. All such devices, including mobile phones, must be turned off and removed 

from sight as Judges enter the room, and must remain switched off and out of sight until 

the conclusion of the Oral Round. A Team that violates this Rule forfeits up to up to thirty 

Oral Round Points. 

 

24. CONTACT 

24.1. In case of any queries or clarification regarding the Moot Court Competition, 

contact: 

1) Parvathi Suresh- +91-7010023522 

2) Varsha S Pillai - +91-94959 64764 

3) Kishandan Sivakumar - +91-7010308348 

4) Vedhavel - +91-94443 06908 

24.2. E-Mail ID: chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in. Mails would be replied within 24 hours of 

receipt.  

24.3. Queries Regarding Propositions should only be sent to the E-Mail Address of the 

Moot Court Society. Phone calls will not be entertained. 

 

Address: 

Dean, VIT School of Law,  

VIT Chennai, 

Vandalur-Kelambakkam Road,  

Chennai – 600127. 

mailto:chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in
mailto:chennai.vitsolmcs@vit.ac.in
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

S. 

No. 
PARTICULARS DATE 

TIME 

[in Indian Standard Time 

(IST)] 

1. Registration Form 

https://goo.gl/forms/Gpja

FUzbduYxI4H43 

1
st
 February 2019 2359 hours (11:59 PM) 

2. Hard Copy of Demand 

Draft 

8
th

 February 2019 - 

3. Moot Proposition 

clarification 

on or before 

15
th

 February 2019 

- 

3. Soft Copy of Memorials on or before 20
th

  February 2019 2359 hours (11:59 PM) 

4. Hard Copy of Memorials on or before 26
th

 February 2019 1600 hours (04:00 PM) 

5. Competition  1
st
 to 3

rd
 March 2019 - 

 

 


